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CIVIL  SEWICE  EXAM  FOR  RADIO  AMD  TELEVISION 

Civil  Service  Commission  issued  an  exam  this  week  for  radio  and  TV  and 
ot&r^* information  .jobs,  including  CAF-9  through  12.    Or,  in  dollars,  from 
$4,479  to' §6,235  a  year.     The  exam  also  includes  press,  periodicals  and  pub* 
lications,  visual,  motion  pictures,  campaigns,  public  attitudes  and  opinions, 
public  liaison,  and  general. 

You  need  5  to  6  years  of  experience  for  the  respective  jobs,  including 
2  to  3  years  of  experience  in  the  particular  subject  matter  field;  e.g., 
agriculture.    But  you  can  substitute  college  education  for  up  to  3  years  of 
the  over-all  experience. 

You  can  get  the  three  necessary  application  forms  from  any  first-  or 
second-class  post  office  —  except  in  Civil  Service  regional,  headquarter 
cities.     In  those  cities,  contact  the  Civil  Service -regional  office.  They 
include,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Atlanta,  Cincinnati, 
Chicago,  St,  Paul,  St,  Louis,  New  Orleans,  Seattle,  San  Francisco,  Denver, 
Dallas. 


The  applications  must  be  in  OCTOBER  25,  1949. 


HUTCHINSON  TO  DISCUSS  PRICE  SUPPORTS 

Assistant  Secretary  Hutchinson  is  scheduled  to  talk  with  the'  National 
Poultry,  Butter,  and  Egg  Association,.. .in  Chicago,  Monday. .. .about  price 
supports.     He  will  talk  particularly  about  problems  in  supporting  eggs  and 
dairy  products,  including  provisions  of  the  "Brannan  Plan."    We  can  furnish 
you  a  copy  of  his  remarks. 


PRICE  TRENDS 

The  economists  look  for  prices  of  milk  and  dairy  products  to  average 
somewhat  less  in  *50  than  t49..,.and  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  dairy 
cow s .  .  •  ,-  They  expect  hog  prices  to  drop  only  a  little  more  than  the  av- 
erage 18%  seasonal  decline  this  fall, ., .because  of  the  early  marketings  of 
many  hogs,  at  below  average  weights. 
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AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 

The  boxcar  shortage  is  getting  progressively  worse  in  the  ITest. .  .with 
a  serious  shortage  reported  in  Nebraska.    Movement  of  corn  has  about  stopped. 
The  situation  is  complicated  by  the  strike  on  the  Missouri  Pacific. , .and  by 
adjustments  to  the  5-day  week  adopted  by  all  railroads. 


With  a  big  crop  of  apples  this  year,  a  push  is  on  to  increase  consumption, 
of  apples  ... .with  the  peak  in  the  campaign  set  for  Oct,  27-Nov,  5.     PMA  has 
distributed  an  apple  fact  sheet  to  its  field  offices. 


Total  USDA  purchases  of  *49-crop  Irish  potatoes  through  Oct.  4  v/ere 
4,969,474  curt.     '  " 


Cotton  growers  are  shov.dng  more  interest  in  cotton  loans.... as  prices 
at  some  markets  dip  to,  or  below,  loan  levels.    They  had  put  69,100  bales 
under  loan  through  Sept.  29. .. .compared  with  536,700  up  to  the  same  date 
last  year. 

World  cotton  exports  for  the  year  ended  August,   '49,  ran  10,800,000 
bales. .. .compared  with  about  9  million  last  year. .. .and  about  13  million 
prewar  average.     The  U.S.  share  was  44%  of  the  total. .. .compared  with  22% 
in  '47-48. . . .and  40%  prewar.    Much  of  the  increase  in  U.S.  exports  this  past 
year  was  due  to  ECA-financed  shipments,  and  special  credit  arrangements. 


World  cotton  stocks  Aug,  1  were  about  14.7  million  bales..., or  slightly 
larger  than  Aug.  1~  !48. . . .but  far  below  the  record  high  of  29  million  Aug. 
1,  '45. 


The  Texas  rice  crop  apparently  was  little  hurt  by  the  hurricane. 


Market  Hews  Broadcasting  Sets  Record 

Radio  market  news  has  hit  a  new  record, .with  1137  stations  carrying 
market  news,  compared  with  1079  last  year.     Of  that  number,  76  were  FM  sta- 
ti  ons  . 

PMA  says  that  livestock  market  reports  topped  the  list,  with  1032  sta- 
tions. ...548  for  fruits  and  vegetables... 600  for  grain  and  hay. ..782  for  dairy 
and  poultry. ... 235  for  cotton. ,. .and  37  for  tobacco.     There  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  stations  carrying  all  types  of  market  news,  except  on  cotton. 

OCT.  15  FARM-HOME  NETWORK  PROGRAMS 
ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  (1)  News$(  (2)  "Range  Field  Day,"  Woodward,  Okla. 
NBC  -  Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Hour  —  (1)  News;  (2)  "Future  Farmers,"  Kansas  City. 


¥ILL  0  OUNTRY  BANKS  TIGHTEN  UP  OH  LOANS? 


Since  the  early  *40's,  farmers  have  been  getting  good  prices.  ...and 
they've  been  "soaking  away"  a  lot  of  money  in  country  banks.     In  fact,  de- 
posits in  country  banks  have  climbed  a  great  deal  faster  than  in  other  banks 

"What's  going  to  happen  now  that  the  upswing  in  prices  seems  to  hove  lev 
oled  off?    Will  money  start  flowing  cityward  again  as  it  did  fo Hewing  1920 
and  1929?    M  if  so,  will  it  be  difficult  for  farmers  to  borrow  money?  And 
will  banks  tend  to  call  in  outstanding  loans? 

BAE  economists  think  the  situation  is  different-  now  than  it  was  follow- 
ing the  busine ss  set-backs  in  1920  and  1929,     Fred  L.  Garlock  reports  that 
the  country  banks  in  all  regions  are  strongly  fortified  with  highly  liquid 
asset  s ...» such  as  cash  reserve  s. .find  Federal  securities  maturing  in  less 
than  5  years.     For  example,  Great  Plains  banks  have  65$£  of  their  assets  in 
those  forms. ..  .compared  with  about  40^o  for  Northeastern  banks.    Of  course, 
another  long  drought  in  the  Plains  could  drain  off  that  money  mighty  fast. 
But  Plains  farmers  have  been  preparing  against  such  a  day.     They've  built  up 
bark  deposits  to  an  unusually  high  level..., and  they've  been  among  the  lar- 
gest buyers  of  U.S.  savings  bonds. 

Barring  a  drastic  turn  of  affairs,  it  doesn't  look  as  if  the  country 
banks  will  be  forced  to  put  pressure  on  their  farmer  borrov/ers. 


TJSDA  ANNOTHTCES  HOG  PRICE  SUPPORTS 

Just  a  note  about  this  '.reek's  announcement  on  hog  supports  through  the 
rest  of  the  marketing  season. 

You  recall,  supports  are  based  on  S0f£  of  the  Sept.  15  parity  —  which 
is  $17.60  a  cwt.     They  figure  out: 

October      $16.;  40  .January  $14.90 

November    §15.00  February  $15.50 

December    $14,20  March  $16.20 

You  might  remind  your  listeners  that  these  supports  are  in  line  with 
the  new  policy  announced  about  three' weeks  ago:    ITamely,  if  US  DA  has  tc  sup- 
port hog  prices  this  fall  end  winter,  the  aim  will  be  to  hold  the  U.S.  aver- 
age farm  price  of  hogs  at  those  monthly  figures.  „.  .rather  than  at  weekly  sup 
port  levels  for  individual  markets. " 


CORN  SUPPORTS  WILL  AID  FARM  STORAGE 

This  week's  announcement  of  support  prices  for  '49-crop  corn  is  a  good 
time  for  another  plug  to  encourage  farmers  to  provide  storage  on  their  awn 
farms.    We  have  a  huge  carry-over  as  of  Oct.  1  —  about  800  million  bushels. 

Tho  loan».«»and  purchase  agreement.. ..rates  for  '49  corn  range  from 
|1.29  to  |1.66  a  bushel  for  different  areas. 


FARMERS  TO  ELECT  PMA  COMMITTEEMEN 


A  few  scattered  communities  are  already  electing  their  PMA  community 
committeemen  for  the  coming  year.     Communities  generally  will  "be  holding 
elections  from  about  the  middle  of  October  on  ■ —  with  most  States  aiming  to 
finish  up  by  the  first  of  December. 

During  early  December,  most  States  will  have  county  conventions  to  se- 
lect county  FMA  committees. 

These  committees,  of  course,  play  a  strategic  role  in  planning  policy  — 
and  operation  —  of  the  agri cultural  conservation,  price  support,  sugar,  and 
other  farm  programs.     So  a  vote  in  these  elections  is  one  important  way  for 
a  farmer  to  make  his  viewpoint  felt. 

You  might  check  with  the  State  and  local  PMA  committees  for  election 
dates  in  your  locality. 

PLENTY  OF  FERTILIZER,  IF— 

It  looks  now  as  if  the  fertilizer  industry  is  geared  to  furnish  farmers 
as  much  fertilizer  as  they  want  for  the  coming  year's  crops.     In  fact,  it 
can  turn  out  considerably  more  nitrogen^  phosphates,  and  potash  than  this 
year*s  all-time  record, ...  .There '  s  just  one  possible-  catch.    With  fertiliser 
as  plentiful  as  it  is,  fanners  haven't  been  buying  early  as  they  did  during 
and  following  the  war#     The  result  is  that  the  industry  has  run  out  of  stor- 
age space  and  has  had  to  slow  up  some  on  output.     If  this  lag  continues  long 
enough,  the  industry  might  be  handicapped  in  filling  a  rush  of  orders  during 
January,  February,  and  March.     So  tell  your  farmors  that  the  wise  thing  is 
to  order  early. 

To  be  a  little  more  specific  on  supplies,  PMA  fertilizer  officials  have 
just  put  out  a  report  that  indicates  a  possible  15  to  25%,  more  nitrogen  in 
'49-50  than  in  14.8-49 . . .  .to  15%,  more  phosphoric  acid. ...and  1G%  more  potash. 
That's  assuming  farmers  order  in  time. 

And,  remember,  even  the  '48-49  supplies  set  an  all-time  record. 

SEE  ENCLOSED  FARM  ACCIDENT  REFERENCE 

It  struck  us  that  the  enclosed  report  on  farm  accidents  would  be  a  handy 
reference  for  your  desk  or  file. 

You'll  find  in  it,  for  example,  the  accident  dope  for  your  State  —  how 
many  farm  people  were  hurt,  how  many  killed,  how  many  hospitalized. 

Note,  too,  what  the  comments  in  the  last  3  paragraphs  on  p.  13  say  about 
accident  insurance. 

COLUMBUS  RADIO  MEETING  MAY  4-7 
The  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus  will  be  May  4-7,  '50. 
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ILLINOIS  SURVEYS  WHAT  STATIONS  WANT 


Jack  Murray  of  Illinois  Extension  has  just  corns  cut  with  an  excellent 
report  of  a  survey  of  radio  stations  in  Illinois,  and  stations  in  bordering 
States  that  "get  into"  Illinois.     He  explains  that  he  skipped  the  larger 
stations  in  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  elsewhere,  because  Extension  already  had 
a  close  working  relationship  with  RED*  s  on  those  stations.     Just  the  sane, 
RFD's  generally  Trill  be  interested  in  whs. t  he  found  out.     The  returns  include 

7  large  stations  (59000  watts  and  up)  12  medium  stations  (1,000  watts) 

.....28  small  stations  (under  1,000  watts). 


Here  are  a  few  high  points  from  the  survey: 

Large 
Stations 
(5,000  W  Plus) 

Have :  1  or  more  regular  farm  programs  86^ 


Medium  Small 
Stations  Stations 
(1,000  W)     (Under  1,000  W) 


Daily  farm  program 
Weekly  farm  program 

Programs  are:  Sponsored 
Sustaining 
Both 

Station  has:  Full-time  RFD 
Part-time  RFD 
No  RFD 


86 
14 

14 
29 
57 

43 
29 
28 


100% 
100 
41 

42 
33 
25 

25 
25 
50 


96 
46 

25 
36 
39 

14 
21 
65 


Type  of  farm  program 
Straight  farm  news 
Farm  news,  markets,  weather 
Farm  news,  markets,  weather 
interview  or  discussion 


14 
43 
71 


57 


25 
57 
61 


Use  recording  equipment 


57 


58 


57 


Illinois  radio  releases  are 
Too  long 
Too  short 
Aboui 


right 


14 
0 
57 


0 
8 
84 


0 
11 
79 


Trans  c  ri  pt i  ons 

Could  use  more  transcriptions*  29 
Would  share  cost  of  transcript! ons* 14 
Would  find  loan  library  of  trans- 
scriptions  on  seasonal  topics 
useful  71 
Would  pay  fee  for  loan  of  trans- 
script  ions  on  seasonal  topics 
from  library  14 
Want  on  ovcr«*all  transcribed 

package  show  .  14 

Would  share  cost  of  transcribed 

package -unit  show*  14 


75 
17 


83 

33 
50 


75 
18 


72 

50 
54 
21 


ILLINOIS  SURVEYS  WHAT  STATIONS  WANT  (CONT'D) 


Large  Me  d  i  urn  Sma  1 1 

Stations'  Stations  Stations 

(5,000  W  Pins)  (1,000  W)  (Under  1,000  W) 

Can  use  college  specialists 1 

travel  schedules                                 71%  91%,  79% 
Would  like  weekly  scripts  on  timely 

farm  topics                                           29  42  43 

Favor  State  get-togethers  of  RFD 1 s         43  58  57 
Would  help  train  county  agents  in 

use  of  radio                                        86  58  79 

Favor  having  Extension  radio  fieldmen    57  50  71 

Favor  State  Extension  RFD  Letter           100  S7  82 

*A  considerable  percentage  of  additional  stations  said  they  possibly  would 

want,  and  could  share  costs,  of  the  three  classes  of  transcriptions. 


ARE  YOUR  SOILS  HOLDING  THEIR  OWN? 

What's  the  guess  of  you  and  your  farmer  listeners  about  the  fargL  soils 
in  your  territory?    Are  they  going  down  hill?    Standing  still?    or  being 
built  up? 

Well,  this  is  how  Deputy  Administrator  Shaw  of  the  Agricultural  Research 
Administration  sizes  up  soils  by  regions: 

Southeast  —  Along  the  Eastern  seaboard. ..  .where  farmers  are  controlling 
erosion. cultivated  soils  are  better  than  ever  bef  ore ...  .mainly,  perhaps, 
because  they  -were  so  poor  to  start  with.    But  the  Southeast  still  has  lots 
of  erosion, .. .and  all  Southern  soils  need  to  be  improved. 

Northeast  --  Much  of  the  soil  is  on  the  upgrade. 

Rest  of  U.S.  —  Soils  still  going  down  hill.  Wo  know  how  to  keep  up 
and  improve  the  soils ... .with  right  land  use. . ..everywhere  except  in  the 
dry-land  region.     The  answer  there  is  yet  to  be  found. 

The  foregoing  is  a  summary  of  a  report  that  Dr.  Shaw  made  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Research  Policy  Committee. ...  set  up  under  the  Research  and  Market- 
ing Act. 

ANIMAL  FERTILIZERS  KEY  TO  SOIL  BUILDING 

Dr.  Shaw  also  said  to  the  Committee  that  probably  only  about  "one -third 
of  the  potential  crop-producing  and  soil-conserving  values  of  manure  are  now 
being  realized....!  can  think  of  no  single  improvement  in  farming  practice 
that  would  yield  as  big  dividends  in  soil    conservation  and  in  dollar  profits 
to  our  livestock  producers  as  the  general  adoption  of  practical  and  effective 
measures  for  the  preservation  and  use  of  animal  manures." 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


"Baukhage  Talking"  --  TV  Hotwith standing 

Despite  the ' furore  over  learning  to  "visualize"  for  TV,  one  veteran  com- 
mentator and  avocational  showman  is  'braving  the  TV  era  with  the  assumption 
that  "the  news  is  the  thing,"    This  man  was  a  pioneer  in  radio  news  commen- 
tary, and  associated  with  early  farm  broadcasting.     He's  H,R#  Baukhage,  ABC 
commentator,  who  is  still  holding  the  same  "time"  spot  he  staked  out  back  in 
'34?  when  he  started  doing  5  minutes  of  general  Washington  news  in  the  "na- 
tional farm  and  Home  Hour." 

Baukhage  philosophized  .on  his  recent  venture  into  TV  in  connection  with 
a  discussion  of  his  news  operations  and  policies  with  USDA  information  people 
this  week.     Searching  for  perspective,  Baukhage  recalls  the  early  days  of  AM" 
when  set  owners  feverishly  combed  the  air  waves  for  distant  stations.  Today, 
they  contentedly  listen  to  their  nearest  radio  station  as  long  as  it's  broad- 
casting what  they  want;  they  -/rant  quality  net  distance.    After  the  novelty 
of  TV  wears  off,  he  thinks  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  titillate  folks  inter- 
ested in  news  with  visuals  for  visuals  sake.    Visuals  where  they  help  tell 
the  story  --  yes.     Otherwise,  just  as  in  the  past,  folks  will  want  their 
news  told  quickly,  tersely,  easily,  --  without  distracting  decoration.  By 
AM  or  TV?    Well,  as  a  man  who  doe sn*t  even  own  a  TV  set  —  but  who's  inter- 
ested —  ^Baukhage  thinks  daytime  news  Will  continue  via  AM.    But  this  actor 
by  avocation  is  approaching  TV  with  an  open,  experimental  mind.     In  three 
TV  news  shows  he  has  done  so  far,  he  has  tried  out  different  approaches: 

1,  An  informal  show  in  which.  ••  .before  the  camera* .,  .he  went  through 
his  ordinary  conversations  of  preparing  for  a  broadcast. .bringing  in  people 
to  intervie7vr. ..  .using  flash-backs  with  stills.    Ho  spob  news.    Hews  stories 

•cached  at  various  points  so  he  could  refer  to  them  on -the  sly  as  he  worked 
ar  ound  hi  s  " of  f  i  c  e  . " 

2,  The  second  time,  fewer  stills,  and  more  actual  news.    But  showman- 
ship via  letting  viewers  watch  and  hear  * phone  conversations  as  he  searched 
out  news . 

3,  Less  showmanship,  but  an  effort  to  breathe  simplicity  and  person- 
ality into  the  news  bulletins. 

In  subsequent  nevrstelecasts ,  he'll  synthesize  elements  from  the  three 
foregoing  programs. 

Baukhage  thinks  news  telecasting  will  demand  more  of  the  individual  than 
news  casting  via  AM  —  more  personality,  less  straight  reading,-   But,  for  the 
moment,  he's  working  on  the  theory  that,  when  TV  shakes,  down,  the  "story 
will  still  be  the  thing." 

From  the  Rural  Radio  Network 


RFD  Bob  Child  of  the  Rural  Radio  Hetwork  passes  along  word  that  "a  house- 
to-house  survey  showed  that  80  percent  of  the  farm  families  which  had  FM  sets 
were  listening  to  Rural  Radio  Hetwork  programs  at  some  time  during  the  day." 


AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 


From  the  Rural  Radio  Network  (Cont'd) 

His  formula  for  the  farm  programs  is  to  concentrate  on  "What  will  "bring  dol- 
lars and  cents  into  the  pocketbooks  of  New  York  State  farmers.  ..  .We  have  in 
mind  that  the  farm  woman  holds  the  purse  strings  very  often,  so  we  have  her 
in  mind  in  the  service  periods  directed  tc  her  husband." 

As  to  the  features  directed  more  particularly  at  women's  interests,  wom- 
en's editor  Barbara  Hall  is  running  two  Monday-through -Friday  shows  — 
"Country  Heme,"  and  "Barb's  Scrapbook."    Barbara  just  returned  from  two  month 
in  Europe  as  "Community  Ambassador"  in  the  N.Y.  State  Community  Project  in 
International  Understanding  and  the  Experiment  in  International  Living.  She 
sent  back  letters  each  week  describing  home  life  in  Denmark,  farming  methods, 
cooperatives,  schools,  and  the  Banish  family  with  which  she  lived. 

She  has  a  "Letter-A-Week"  plan  through  which  farm  women  tell  her  the  kind 
of  programs  they  want,  and  information  they  want  to  hear. 

Merrifield  Reports  TV  Activities 

RFD  John  Llerrifield  of  WW  J  Detroit..  ..in  Washington  on  station  business 
....tells  us  he  is  doing  two  afternoon  farm-consumer  TV  shows  a  week.  He 
devotes  an  entire  half  hour  to  one  subject  —  how  to  shop  for  fruits  and 
vegetables  and  meats. .. .how  to  transplant  trees. .. .orchard  spraying  and  dust- 
ing. ..  .dynamiting  a  drainage  ditch  (by  film) .. ..first-aid  for  a  dog  hit  by  a 
car,  etc. 

During  State  Fair,  he  originated  9  farm  features  from  the  fair  gounds. 
These  included  4-H  Club  activities,  livestock  exhibits,  parade  of  champions 
....and  such  lighter  features  as  horse  pulling,  greased  pig  contest,  sheep 
shearing  contest,  etc.    But,  by  and  large,  the  remotes  are  handled  by  film. 

If" 

John  reports  that  about  5,000  of  Michigan's  35,000  TV  receivers  are  in 
rural  areas. •• .with  about  3,000  of  those  in  Detroit's  rural  viewing  area. 

Page  Gets  Conservation  Award 

An  item  detected  in  Radio  Daily  last  week  just  after  our  Letter  went  to 
press  reports  an  award  to  RFD  Tom  Page  of  WHBC  by  the  American  Forestry  As- 
sociation...  .for  his  weekly  broadcast  covering  forestry  and  conservation  of 
the  nation's  natural  resources.     Tom  was  in  good  company.     The  others  receiv- 
ing awards  were  H,H,  Bennett,  chief  of  SCS;  M.D,  Mbbley,  a  well-known  Vc-Ag 
leader  in  Atlanta;  Bryce  Browning  of  the  Muskingum,  (Ohio)  Watershed  Conser- 
vancy District;  Dr.  Clark  Everest,  president  of  Marathon  Corp.;  and  Walter  P. 
Humphrey,  Editor  of  Fort  Worth  Press,  Texas. 


Cordially 


Enc losure : 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Fatal  Accidents  in  Farm  Work 
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CONGRESS  PASSES  HOUSING  BILL 


Tills  week,  Congress  appropriated  money  for  the  first  year  of  the  new 
housing  program — which  includes  aid  for  improvement  of  farm  housing.  The 
bill  now  awaits  the  Presidents  signature. 

Enclosed  is  a  1-page  Fact  Sheet  that  answers  some  of  the  key  questions 
about  the  program.     Farmers  Home  Administration  offices  know  the  story  on 
the  loan  side  of  the  program. 

FHA  has  regional  meetings  for  launching  the  housing  program  scheduled 
during  October  f cr :    Chicago,  Oct.  17-13;  St.  Paul,  20-21;  Salt  Lake  City, 
'24-25;  Denver,  27-28;  Atlanta,  17-18;  Nashville,  20-21;  Philadelphia,  24-25; 
Raleigh,  27-28;  Topeka,  17-13;  Dallas,  20-21;  Little  Rock,  24-25.     Three  to 
six  States  will  meet  at  each  point.     RFD's  may  like  to  make  recorded  pick-ups. 


On  the  heels  of  acreage  allotments  for  wheat  came  this  week's  procla- 
mation of  allot isents  and  quotas  for  T50  cotton  —  bringing  with  it  the  first 
referendum  on  m'  rketing  quotas  for  the  Big  Three  crops  (corn,  cotton,  wheat) 
since  before  the  war.     The  last  time  we  had  cotton  quotas  was  in  late  *42 
for  the   '45  crop. ,.,but  they  w ere  dropped  in  July  '43  because  of  the  war. 

Dec.  15,  cotton  farmers  (those  who  grew  cotton  in  '48)  will  vote  in  a 
referendum  for  or  against  quotas.    The  State  and  Washington  PMA  offices  ex-" 
pect  to  be  able  to  announce  the  results  of  the  vote  the  night  of  the  15th,,,. 
For  your  background,  quotas  were  approved  by  cotton  growers  for  each  of  the 
years  !38-39  through  !43-44. , . .by  an  average  of  89,9$. , ..with  the  lowest 
favorable  vote  of  81.4$  in  '38.... and  the  highest  of  93.9$  in  »41. 

USDA's  Oct,  15  press  release  carries  the  details  of  the  proclamation: 
an  allotment  of  21  million  acres..., and  a  quota  of  11,733,750  bales. 

The  law  calls  for  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  put  quotas  up  for  a 
vote  when  there  is  more  than  a  normal  supply  of  cotton  for  the  marketing  year. 
The  supply  for  149-50  is  estimated  at  16,250,000  bales.,.. or  27$  above  normal. 


MARKETING  QUOTAS  FOR  «50  COTTON  CROP 


-  2  - 


AGRI C ULTURA L  BRIEFS 

PMi  continues  its  work  on  determination  of  the  commercial  corn  area  — 
with  new  counties  being  added  because  of  increased  production  that  put  them 
in  the  commercial  category.     The  commercial  area  must  be  proclaimed  not  later 
than  Feb.   1,  *  50,.., but  may  be  earlier  to  get  information  out  to  growers  in 
time  for  planning  their  '50  production.    Feb.  1  also  is  the  deadline  for  al- 
lotments for  the  T50  crop. 

Some  folks  had  thought  farmers  had  much  more  corn  stored  on  farms  than 
the  700  million  bushels  revealed  in  the  October  1  Crop  Report.     There1 s 
still  a  big  problem  in    storing  the  '4S-50  supply,  but  not  as  big  a  problem 
as  estimated  earlier. 

Reports  are  coming  in  of  heavy  corn  borer  damage  to  the  *49  crop. 


With  heavy  movement  of  hogs,  the  margin' of 'average  market  prices  for 
barrows  and  gilts  at  7  major  Midwest  markets, #over  weekly  support  guides,,, 
dipped  54/  for  the  week  ended  Oct.  8.    Receipts  at  12  interior  markets  were 
less  this  week  than  last, ...and  prices  were  fairly  steady  at  last  week*s 
close, which  were  below  the  week's  average.    As  a  result,  average  market 
prices  for  the  week  ended  Oct.  15  are  expected  to  be  under  last  week's  aver- 
age.    The  weekly  guide  for  this  week  is  40^  below  last  week.     Hog  slaughter 
under  Federal  inspection  for  the  week  ended  Oct.  8  was  1,110,000  head,.,, the 
largest  for  that  week  since  '42,     (See  p,  6.) 

U.S.  EXPORTS  LITTLE  AFFECTED  BY  DEVALUATION 

Devaluation  abroad  was  expected  to  make  our  products  cost  the  foreign 
countries  more  in  their  own  money, .., ,and  so  perhaps  cut  our  exports  somewhat. 

But  USDA*s  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  says  that.... so  far 
....our  sales  abroad  have  been  little  affected.    Main  reasons  probably  are 
ECA  financing, .. .and  lack  of  alternate  supplies* 

Devaluation  has  made  it  possible,  however,  for  the  U.S.  to  buy  more 
abroad  with  a  dollar.     So  U.S.  buyers  have  been  bringing  in  more  of  certain 
foreign  commodities  previously  considered  too  high-priced.     For  example, 
hides  and  some  wools.    But  the  foreign  relations  experts  say  these  increased 
purchases  have  had  little  effect  on  U.S.  commodity  markets. 

Prices  (in  U.S.  dollars)  of  foreign  products  that  were  in  good  demand 
in  this  country  (for  example,  Scotch  whiskey  and  Dutch  tulip  bulbs)  remained 
pretty  much  unchanged,     U.S.  prices  of  most  ether  imported  items  were  al- 
lowed to  drop  somewhat. .. ,with  a  drop  almost  to  the  full  amount  of  devalua- 
tion for  items  such  as  British  automobiles  that  had  been  meeting  stiff  con- 
sumer resistance  in  this  country. 

Some  foreign  countries  that  devalued  are  passing  higher  prices  of  im- 
ports on  to  consumers. .. .other  governments  are  trying  to  absorb  the  increases. 


DO  YOU  WAHC  OUTLOOK  RECORDINGS? 

Although  we i ve  had  numerous  major  transition  periods  in  the  past  few 
years,  it's  still  accurate  to  say  that  we  seem  to  be;  entering  another  major 
one  now.    Readily  apparent  are  the  foreshadows  of  big  stores  of  wheat,  cotton, 
corn.    Adding  complications  to  a  forecast  of  what's  ahead  8. re  strikes,  action 
on  the  farm  plan,  international  cross -currents* 

Leading  economic  and  financial  authorities  will  pool  knowledge  with  Fed- 
eral and  State  agricultural  economist s, •• .at  the  annual  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference  here  the  last  of  the  month... .to  try  to  give  farmers  a  practical 
guide  in  their  planning  for  *  50, 

As  usual,  agricultural  and  home  economists. .. .and  other s« . ..from  the  48 

States  will  attend. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  this  conference,  USDA  is  making  special 
plans  this  year  to  give  increased  coverage.     The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Eco- 
nomics, Federal  Extension,  and  our  shop  are  cooperating  to  line  up  special 
coverage  for  radio.    As  part  of  the  plan,  we* re  offering  each  of  you "a  re- 
cording. .. .with  one  of  your  State  representatives  whom  you  specif y. .. .with 
observations  and  interpretations  of  the  conference  as  they  apply  to  your  area. 

These  are  the  main  details: 

•    Outlook  Conference  —  Oct.   31  -  Nov.  4 

Recordings  --  to  include  about  5 -minute  interview  on  tape  with  State 
specialist  you ' designate. .. .with  probably  Joe  Tonkin  of 
Extension  or  Dana  Reynolds  of  cur  shop  doing  the  inter- 
viewing. 

Time  Schedule  —  TVe  hope  to  have  the  recordings  in  your  hands  for  use 
Friday  or  Saturday,  Nov.  4  or  5. 

Tape  —  You  send  us  a  reel  of  tape. 

Cost  --  You  pay  Air  Express  (collect), 

Note:    We  think  we're  geared  to  take  care  of  all  requests.     If  our  esti- 
mate proves  wrong,  however..., -.and  if  we  get  swamped. .. .we *  11  just  have  to 
record  as  many  as  we  can  while  the  economists  are  here.     Then,  saw  off.  First 
come,  first  served,  of  course.     So,  if  you* re  interested,  you  might  check  with 
your  Extension  Editor  to  see  who's  coming  to  Washington. .  ..and  let  us  have 
your  request  right  away. 


USDA  SUPPORTS  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  MARKET 

In  the  program  started  early  this  year  to  support,  prices  of  manufactured 
dairy  products,  USDA  has  bought  205  million  pounds  of  dried' milk. .. .85  mil- 
lion of  butter.... and  15  million  of  American  Cheddar  cheese.     The  most  of  the 
butter  will  be  sold  on  the  market  to  help  level  prices  to  consumers.     But  this 
week,  the  first  time  since  ihewar,  5  million  lbs.  of  butter  mart  tc  School  Lunch*. 
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RECORDINGS  Oil  FOOT-MD-MQUTH  IK  MEXICO 

The  first  of  November,  several  farm  paper  editors  and  folks  from  USDA 
are  going  down  to  Mexico  for  a  first-hand  look  at  foot-and-mouth  control 
progress  and  prospects.    As  soon  as  they  get  back,  we  plan  to  do  a  tape  re- 
cording of  around  5  to  7  minutes  with  2  or  3  USDA  members  of  the  party. .. • 
giving  their  observations. 

If  you'd  like  a  dubbing  of  this  recording,  you  might  send  us  a  reel  of 
tape.    We  would  send  you  the  dubbing  Air  Express  (collect).     The  only  cost 
to  you  would  be  the  Air  Express  charge  on  the  tape7~~ 

We  would  hope  to  have  the  dubbings  in  your  hands  for  use  the  week  of 
November  14. 

While  we  think  we  can  take  care  of  all  requests,  we 1 11  add  —  just  in 
case  —  that  if  we  get  swamped,  it  will  be  "first  come,  first  served." 

Incidentally,  the  farm  paper  editors  are  going  to  Llexico  at  their  own 
expense, 

LOTS  MORE  GRASS  AMD  LEGUME  SEED  NEEDED 

We  are  going  to  need  a  lot  more  grass  and  legume  seed  in  this  country 
to  make  the  conservation  plantings  which  we  need  and  to  sow  on  land  taken 
out  of  some  of  our  surplus  crops.    Last  spring  PMA*s  Agricultural  Conserva- 
tion Program  Branch  in  Washington  made  up  a  list  of  164  different  grasses 
and  86  legumes  and  a  few  shrubs  and  asked  each  State  SRMA  Committee  to  esti- 
mate the  amounts  of  seed  of  each  that  would  be  planted  in  each  of  their 
States  in  the  years  1950  through  1955  and  in  1960.     In  making  those  esti- 
mates the  Committeemen  were  asked  to  make  the  assumptions  which  are  given  on 
the  first  page  of  the  enclosed  summary. 

As  far  as  we  have  had  time  to  make  comparisons  it  seems  that  farmers 
would  like  to  plant  more  seed  than  has  so  far  been  produced  in  this  country. 
Take  alfalfa  as  an  example.     It  is  a  widely  grown  crop.    Farmers  would  like 
to  plant  over  102  million  pounds  in  1950,    The  domestic  supply  of  alfalfa 
seed  has  been  that  large  only  twice  in  the  last  nine  years,  in  1947  and  1948. 
That  was  because  the  carry-over  into  those  years  was  unusually  large. 

Or  look  at  lespodeza,  the  legume  which  is  so  popular  in  the  South.  The 
estimates  of  all  forage  varieties  of  lespodeza  needed  in  1950  is  210  million 
pounds.     Only  once  in  the  nine  years  1940-48  has  that  amount  of  seed  been 
available.    That  was  in  1944  when  the  domestic  supply  was  215  million  pounds. 
That  was  a  year  of  record  production. 

BICr  CROPS  OF  CORN  AND  COTTON 

This  week,  BAE*s  Crop  Reporting  Board  forecast  this  year's  cotton  crop 
at  15,446,000  bale s. .. .compared  with  14,863,000  last  year,.., and  a  10-year 
average  of  11,306,000... ..It  also  forecast  a  near-record  corn  crop  of  3,447 
million  bushels. 


HYBRID  CORIT  I  WADES  EUROPE 


Koto:    Follovdng  is  the  latest  dispatch  from  Editor  E.R.  Mclntyre  of 
USDATs  Farm  Paper  Editor's  *  Letter. .. .who  paid  his  way  to  Europe  with  the 
Farm  Journal  farmers'  tour..., and  who  is  now  doing  a  couple  of  weeks  of  re- 
porting for  the  Economic  Cooperation  Administration, 

00O00 

Yankee  hybrid  corn  appears  to  be  taking  over  in  Marshall  Plan  Europe. 

Three  U.S.  experts  are  pleased  with  the  progress  being  made, ...and  the 
interest  taken  by  European  farmers. .. .in  the  new  hybrid  corn  introduction 
and  testing  program.     These  men  —  Dr.  M.T.  Jenkins  of  US  DA  and  Dr.  W,  F. 
Watkins  and  Dr.  Carl  E,  Ferguson  of  ECA  —  have  just  inspected  the  test  plots 
which  represent  the  first  technical  assistance  project  sponsored  by  the  Or- 
ganization for  European  Economic  Cooperation.     (The  OEEC  is  the  genei*al  or- 
ganization linking  the  Marshall  Plan  countries.) 

These  men  see  a  possibility  that  hybrids  vd.ll  replace  the  open-pollinated 
varieties  --  most  of  which  stem  from  our  hemisphere. 

Corn  Basic  to  Livestock  Recovery 

The  hybrid  corn  project  was  given  high  priority  by  OEEC  because  of  the 
importance  of  feed  to  the  recovery  of  the  European  livestock  industry  —  and 
to  sufficient  increase  over  prewar  to  meet  population  increases.    U.S.  farm- 
ers visiting  Europe  have  commented  that  hybrid  corn  (where  adapted)  is  the 
key  to  heavier  and  cheaper  tonnages  of  feed  and  forage.     In  Europe fs  main 
Corn  Belt  —  the  Danube  and  Po  valleys  —  many  farmers  seed  corn  with  grain 
drills  and  harvest  it  for  forage. 

Part  of  Portugal  has  about  60%,  of  its  cultivated  land  in  corn, .. .and 
parts  of  southern  France,  about  50% 0 

As  an  idea  of  yields  with  open-pollinated  varieties,  the  experts  report 
about  23  bushels  to  the  acre  in  Italy  and  Portugal,  and  17  to  20  in  Turkey, 
with  open-pollinated  corn.    With  hybrids,  Italy  gets  up  to  100  bushels. 

These  U.S.  experts  say  that  most  of  Europe  requires  corn  that  matures 
in  about  the  same  time  as  required  for  the  Dakotas,  Minnesota,  and  Wiscon- 
sin.    But,  in  the  Po  Valley  of  Italy,  U.S.  hybrid  No.  13  of  USDA  listing — 
commonly  grown  in  Iowa  and  southern  Illinois  —  is  suitable  for  mature  grain 
production. 

Corn  for  Food 

Dr.   Jenkins  was  surprised  at  the  large  part  of  the  corn  crop  used  for 
human  food  in  some  regions.    Hear  Venice,  about  50%  of  the  corn  is  used  for 
food,  mainly  as  "polenta,"  a  kind  of  mush  or  gruel.     The  "Turks"  also  eat 
lots  of  corn  —  usually  as  roasting  ears,  with  parched  grain  used  in  ground 
form,  often  with  milk. 
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Hybrid  Corn  Invades  Europe  (Cont'd) 
Large-Scale  Tests 

In  Belgium,  45  varieties  of  hybrid  corn  are  under  *49  test,  nearly  25 
million  bushels  of  U.S.  hybrid  seed  corn  for  Austria,  , for  which  ECA  au- 
thorized $21 S ,000. • •  .was  expected  to  raise  crop  yields  from  15  to  20%  there 
in  direct  farm  production  this  season.  During  the  current  season,  150,000 
acres  were  planted  to  American  hybrids  in' Italy,  concentrated  in  the  Po  Val- 
ley. About  2, COO  tons  of  seed  went  to  10,000  growers.  In  most  cases,  par- 
ticipating farmers  got  the  seed  through  local  cooperative  organizations  and 
paid  for  it  —  -usually  at  a  lower  price  thai,,  domestic  seed.  But  they -.re re 
required  to  keep  records  and  report  results. 

FARMERS  CAE  HELP  SUPPORT  HOG  PRICES 


Re  that  note  on  hog  marketings  on  p.  2  --  PMft.  says  that  a  good  deal  of 
the  responsibility  for  keeping  hog  prices  up  to  support  levels  lies  with 
producers.     If  growers  glut  the  market,  they  probably  won't  get  their  90%  of 
parity.    But  so  far  so  good.     They've  been  selling  hogs  earli er. . . .and  at 
li ght e r  we i ght s . , . than  in  r c c ent  ye ar s . 

As  announced  recently,  hog  supports  are  based  on  monthly  average  prices 
to  farmer s. . ..and  aimed  at  maintaining  90%  of  parity,  with  usual  seasonal 
variations.     Weekly  guides  have  been  set  (they  are  not  support  prices)  to 
indicate  the  approximate  weekly  level  at  7  Midwest  markets  to  meet  the  av- 
erage national  monthly  support  level. 

The  weekly  guide  for  next  week  will  be  $17.05  a  cwt.      About  a  week 
ago,      market  prices  at  the  7  Midwest  markets  have  s.veragec  about  50^  above 
the  guide  level.  This  week  they  r:ay  run  even  higher  abovo  the  guides* 

If  TJ8DA  has  to  support  hog  prices  this  fall,  it  will  buy  pork  products 
—  the  only  method  now  open  to  it.     USDA  will  do  its  best  to  keep  prices  In 
line  with  guide  levels.    But  they  won't  be  able  to  unless  farmers  slow  up  on 
marketings  wher,  the  markets  weaken. 


OCT.  22  FARM-HOME  NETWORK  PROGRAMS 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST:     1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming," 
with  Dana  Reynolds;  2)  special  feature. 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EST:  1)  "USDA  Headlines," 
with  Ken  Gapen;  2)  special  feature. 


EGG  BUYING  ABOUT  OVER  FOR  YEAR 

CCC  is  now  holding  about  65  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs.     But  purchases 
have  dropped  off  sharply.     There  may  be  a  renewed  flurry  of  buying  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  but  CCC  thinks  its  buying  is  about  over  for  the  year. 


i 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Radio  Fraternity  News 

From  Jennings  Pierced  secretary  comes  word  that  "Mr.  Pierce  is  recov- 
ering in  remarkable  manner  despite  a  basal  skull  fracture  and  multiple  cuts 
and  bruises". .,. .received  about  two  weeks  ago  in  the  forced  landing  of  the 
private  iplane  in  which  he  was  returning  from  Palo  Alto  to  Hollywood.  "It 
is  just  a  matter  of  time  until  he  is  his  old  self."    For  years,  Jennings  has 
been  NBC  Public  Service  Manager  for  the  West  Coast.... and  closely  identified 
with  the  "Western  Farm  and  Home  Hour."  .....And  former  NBC  Agricultural  Di- 
rector Bill  Drips  passes  along  miscellaneous  RFD  news  from  his  new  stand  at 
the  foot  of  Mt.  Hood  in  Oregon,  with  word  that  "I  am  fine  and  enjoying  the 
place  and  people."  .....Paul  Visser  of  NBC  and  Jerry  Seaman  of  Gittins1  Ad- 
vertising Agency— both  of  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  fame— recently  completed 
a  two  weeks*  trip  through  the  Northeast  where  they  got  grassroots  sentiment 
on  farm  broadcasting,  and,  specifically,  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour..... 
It's  good  to  hear  Bob  White  introducing  more  of  the  features  in  ABC's  "Ameri- 
can Farme r. "..... Jack  Jackson  says  he's  moved  the  Farm  Department  and  farm 
studio  of  KCMO  in  Kansas  City  to  the  Livestock  Exchange  Building.     "We  like* 
it.     It  puts  us  in'  a  different  atmosphere  (both  figuratively  and  literally)* 
While  broadcasting,  we  can  look  out  upon  the  yards  and  25  to  50  thousand  head 
of  cattle.    Between  broadcasts  we  can  visit  with  livestock  men  and  feeders 
and  get  ideas  that  help  us  keep  a  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  area.    YTe  are 
here  in  the  midst  of  a  market  where  over  half  a  billion  dollars  worth  of 
livestock    changes  hand  annually," 

Iowa  State  Plans  for  TV 

Extension  Editor  Elder  was  in  town  this  week. ., .discussing  plans  for 
Iowa  State »s  impending  TV  station.     "Dutch"  thinks  WOI-TV  may  be  on  the  air 
around  the  first  of  the  year.    Due  to  budget  considerations,  WOI-TV  probably 
will  confine  itself  at  the  outset,  as  have  several  other  stations,  to  the 
use  of  film.    With  that  in  mind,  "Dutch"  and  the  other  folks  at  Iowa  State' 
are  working  on  plans  for  a  series  of  films  to  be  used. •• .along  with  others, 
of  course. ,. .for  their  own  and  other  Stations.    The  hope  eventually  is  to 
equip  and  staff  a  studio  for  live  productions. 


Encl  osure  s  : 

Your  Farm  Lease  -  M.P.  627 

Farm  Housing  Loans 

4-H  Achievement  Ytfeek  Fact  Sheet 

PMA-ACP  Release 

Agr»l  Outlook  Digest 


Cordially, 


KennctfTM.  Gap en 
Ass*t  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 
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October  21,  1949 


NEW  FARM  LEGISLATION  IN  REVIEW 

This  week,  the  adjourning  Congress  left  behind  it.. ..for  Presidential 
signature.... import ant  agricultural  legislation.    We've  summarized  it  in  later 
pages  of  the  Letter.    It  includes; 

New  Farm  Bill  —  which  sets  up  a  new  parity  formula,  including  farm  labor  costs, 
and  subsidies. ...and  prescribes  support  levels  for  the  basic,  non-basic,  and 
permissive  commodities.     (See  p.  2-3.) 

Rural  « Phone  Bill  —  which  authorizes  REA  to  make  loans  for  increased  and  im- 
proved 'phone  service.... including  for  the  60^  of  farm  homes  now  without 
•phones.     (See  p.  5.) 

Wheat  Agreement  Subsidy  —  which  authorizes  CCC  to  absorb  losses  on  Government- 
held  wheat  shipped  to  ECA" countries* ...and  so  breaks  log-jam  which  has  backed 
up  wheat  exports.     (See  p.  4.) 

Reclamation  Loans  —  which  authorizes  FHA-type  production  and  real  estate  loans 
for  thousands  of" farmers  on  reclamation  projects  and  for  operating-type  loans 
for  homesteaders. 


AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 

BAE  economists  look  for  fewer  chi eke ns  and  turkeys  in  » 50..,. than  this 
year's  large  production. ...  .But,  with  larger  laying  flocks  the  first  of  the 
year.... and  more  eggs  up  to  June  than  this  year.. ..farm  prices  for  both  egp-s 
and  poultry  are  likely  to  run  below  »49. 

BSk  fieldmen  expect  little  if  any  over-planting  of  the  »50  national  wheat 
allotment.    Recent  amendments  to  allotment  provisions  gave  individual  new- 
comers  considerable  increases  in- allotments,  but  State  averages  aren't  likely 
to  be  as  much  above  original  allotments  as  had  been  expected. 


REMEMBER  OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE 
Check  State  Extension  about  Agricultural  Outlook,  out  Oct.  31 -Nov.  4. 


THE  NEW  FARM  BILL— III  BRIEF 


.    As  we  "go  to  press,  the  new  compromise  Farm  Bill. ... that  cleared  Congress 
Wednesday. .. .awaits  the  President's  signature. 

Meanwhile, ' US DA  economists  and  attorneys  are  busy, •• .going  over  the  bill 
word  by  word,... analyzing  its  intent. . ..taking  stock  of  prospective  changes 
in  the  farm  program. .. .next  January  1. 

Although  there  are  still  lots  of  details  to  be  spelled  out,  Information 
Director  James  Hasselman  of  PMA  did  take  time  out  from  the  conferring  to  give 
us  the  main  provisions  of  the  new  bill. 

New  Parity  Formula 

To  date,  most  of  the  major  support  programs  have  been  based  on  parity 
tied  to  the  1909-14  average --dating  back  nearly  40  years.    A  new  formula  in 
the  bill  brings  the  parity  calculation  down  to  more  recent  times,  and  keeps 
it  there.     In  other  words,  it  has  a  moving  base— figures  on  the  average  of 
the  previous  10 "years.     The  new  formula  also  tends  to  favor  the* *f armor  by 
figuring  in  the  cost' of  hired  labor. ,. .and  by  including  wartime  subsidies  in 
dairy  products,  flax,  and  other  products  in  determining  average  prices  of  the 
past  10  years. 

Congress  directed  USDA  to  apply  to  each  of  the  six  basic  commodities  con- 
cerned the  particular  parity  formula  that  would  give  the  highest  parity  price 
to  the  farmer. 

It  now  appe  ar  s  that  the :  fc  .     t . 


1909-14  formula  —  would  apply  to  wheat,  corn,  cotton,  peanuts;  and  the 

New  moving-base  formula  —  would  apply  to  tobacco  and  rice. 

Other  commodities  automatically  come  under  the  new.  moving-base  parity 
formula. 

The  Story  on  the  "Basics" 

This  is  the  story  on  the  5  basic  commodities  —  corn,  wheat,  cotton,  to- 
bacco, rice,  and  peanuts: 

19"  50  '--  Supports  continue"  at  9Uf0  of  parity.  ,^*if  acreage  allotments  are 
in  effect,. , .and  if  farmers  have  not  voTed  down  marketing  quotas 
that  may  have  been  proclaimed.     If  quotas  are  voted  down,  the 
support  drops  to  50%. 

1951  —  Supports  at  80  to  90%  of  parity. ,with  the  same  provisos  about 

allotments  and  quotas  as  above. 

1952  or  later  —  75  to  90%  of  parity  —  still  with  same  general  provisos! 

Remember,  the  old  1909-14  parity  base  applies  to  four  of  those  "basics" 
for  those  years,  and  the  "new"  formula  to  tobacco  and  rice. 


THE  NEW  FARM  BILL — IN  BRIEF  (CONT'D) 
And  Selected  "Non-Basics" 


The  bill  also  calls  for  mandatory  supports, ,. .for  several  non-basic  com- 
modities.   These  include: 

UELllc  and  milk  products  --  to  he  supported  at  75  to  90%  of  parity. 

Wool  —  at  60  to  90%,  But  the  bill  ties  support  to  size  of  U.S.  produc- 
tion in  such  a  way  that  the  support  probably  vdll  be  at  90%  for  the  next  2  or 
3  years, 

Irish  potatoes  —  provides  for  continuation  of  same  program  as  in  *49 
with  supports  at  60  to  90%, 

Also  at  60  to  90  are: 

Mohair 

Tung  oil 
Honey 

The  New  parity  formula  applies  to  these  "mandatory  non-basics," 

"Permis sives,"  Too 

All  other  commodities  not  included  in  the  2  previous  classes  —  that 
is,  as  "basics"  or  "mandatory  non-basics"  —  are  lumped  in  the  "permissive"' 
class.    In  other  words,  here  you  find  the  feed  grains, ,,, chic kens  and  eggs.*., 
beef  cattle, , ..hogs. , ..fruits  and  vegetable s ....  etc. ,  etc.      Congress  ex- 
pressed Its  desire  for  support  on  these  commodities,  if  and  when  production 
and  marketing  controls  are  in  effect.    Specific  support  operations  would  de- 
pend on  several  things,  including  how  much  money  is  available. 

Here,  again,  the  new  parity  formula  applies, 

-What  Are  Main  Changes? 

While  it's  a  little  hard  to  spell  out  all  the  changes  between  the  present 
farm  program, ., ,and  the  one  called  for  under  the  bill  now  before  the  President 
....farmers  will  be  particularly  interested  in  the  products  that  the  nev/  bill 
takes  out  from  under  present  mandatory  supports.     These  include:  flaxseed*,,, 
dry  peas  and  beans. .. ,hogs. ... sweetpotatoes, ...  soybeans ... .chickens  and  eggs 
, .turkeys, , ,»Ameri can-Egyptian  cotton.      One  important  change  the  consumer 
is  likely  to  notice  is  the  removal  of  poultry  and  eggs  from  mandatory  support; 
(they'll  likely  sec  some  adjustments  from  wartime  price  levels), ,, .Hogs,  of 
course,  also  have  been  under  90%  mandatory  support.    But  USDA  has  not  actually 
bought  any  hogs,,.. so  for  the  present  at  least  the  new  bill  doesn't  change 
that  situation  any. 


EXPECT  MORE  LIVESTOCK  IN  »50 
More  livestock  (mainly  hogs),,, and  lower  prices ., ,,expe cted  for  '50. 


WHAT  ABOUT  SURPLUS  DISPOSAL? 


You've  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  the   surplus  disposal  provisions 
of  the-  new  Farm  Bill. 

On  the  domestic  side,  anyhow,  what  the  Bill  does  is  to  spell  out  clearly 
the  authority  and  intent  to  do  what  USDA  has  done  under  previous  legislation. 
In  other  words,  for  some  years,  USDA  has  been  donating  potatoes,  dairy  prod- 
ucts, and  other  products. •• .that  wi 11  not  store  safely. ...  for  school  lunch, 
hospitals,  etc.    This  is  to  continue. » ..The  one  important  new  feature  on  sur- 
plus disposal  in  the  new  Farm  Bill  is  to  authorize  donations  for  overseas  re- 
lief.    Just  what  this  will  add  up  to  is  still  uncertain. 

WHEAT  EXPORT  LOG-JAM  BROKEN 

Another  thing  Congress  has  just  done  is  to  break  the  log-jam  in  wheat  ex- 
ports.,.  .under  the  International  Wheat  Agreement.  ,. .to  ECA,  or  Marshall  Plan, 
countrie  s. 

The  hitch  has  been  in  v/ho  was  to  absorb  the  loss  on  Government -ho  Id  wheat 
between  the  roughly  §2  a  bushel  at  which  USDA  took  it  over.,., and  the  roughly 
§1.80  for  which  it  is  sold  under  the  Agreement.     Congress  told  CCC  to  go  ahead 
and  absorb  the  loss.. ,.unti 1  June. ...just  as  it  has  been  doing  for  non-ECA 
countries.     But  it  authorized  a  future  appropriation  to  cover  this  loss  so 
the  loss  won't  be  charged  against  the  cost  of  operating  the  farm  program. 

With  this  action,  wheat  exports  will  pick  up  again.    But  it's  a  question 
as  to  whether  the  U.S.  can  entirely  make  up  for  time  lost  while  this  question 
was  being  decided.   .In  other  words,  it's  a  question  whether  we'll  quite  make 
the  450  million  bushel  export  estimated  for  '49-50. 

OCT.  29  FARM-HOME  NETWORK  PROGRAMS 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST:    1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming," 
with  Dnnd  Beynolds;  2)  "Fruits  of  the  Future,"  Dr.  George  M.  Darrow, 
USDA,  3)  "Fifty  Years  of  Soil  Surveys,"  Dr.  Roy  Simcnson,  USDA.  ABC 
Agr'l  Dir.      Robert  3.  "White  will  interview  both  scientists  from  Chicago. 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Eome  Hour  1:00-1 :30jm  EST:1)  "USDA  Headlines,"  with 
Ken  Gapeh;  2)  "Report  on  Meeting  (at  Milwaukee)  of  American  Society  of 
Agronomy,"  with  guests  speaking  from  Chicago  studios; 

BRANNAN  COMMENTS  ON  PMA  COMMITTEE  ELECTIONS 

With  PMA  Committee  elections  under  way  or  close  at  hand  "over  the  country, 
we  are  enclosing  a  statement  by  Secretary  Brannan...  .which  may  give  you  some 
quotes  for  use  in  local  announcements.     This  statement  has  not  had  any  other 
distribution.     See  p.4  of  our  Oct.  7  RFD  Letter  for  further  details  about  the 
elections. 


BETTER  'PH01E  SERVICE  FOR  RURAL  AREAS 


With  the  new  Rural  *  Phono  Act  not  yet  signed  by  the  President,  there  arc 
still  many  unanswered  questions  about  how  the  program  may  be  administered.  A 
lot  of  planning  also  will  be  required  after  signature.  But  Information  Chief 
Kermit  Overby  of  REA  has  given  us  a  preliminary  "fill-in." 

' Phone  Situation  Today 

First  a  word  about  the  '  phone  situation  today. 

Back  in  ' 20,  nearly  Z9%  of  farmers  had1 phones.     Came  hard  times,  and  the 
figure  dropped. ...until  by  the  time  of  the  "40  census,  it  was  down  to  25%. 
More  recently,  farm  families  have  been  putting  in  'phones  again. .. .until  by 
the  first  of  '49,  the  percentage  was  approaching  40%, 

But  the  service  isn't  all  it  might  be  oven  for  those  who  do  have  'phonos 
The  National  Association  of  Rural  Electric  Cooperatives  reports  that  50%  of 
the  farm  families  in  their  service  areas  report  unsatisfactory  service..,, 
largely  because  of  lack  of  capital  to  modernize  equipment ..  ..Which  brings  a 
pertinent  observation  from  the  man  who  is  'to  administer  the  new  Rural  'Phono 
Program  --  Claude  Wickard  of  REA.    Administrator  Wickard  says  that  on  his 
farm  in  Indiana,  he  still  has  the  same  'phone  the  family  had  when  he  was  a 
boy.  When  he's  homo  --  and  wants  to  call  Washington  or  elsewhere  —  he  has 
to  get  up  early  in  the  morning. to  make  his  calls.. ..that 1 s  how  he  has  to  beat 
the  party  line  problem  with  its  line  noise  and  interference. 

Many  Mutual  Companies 

With  the  more  remote  areas  relatively  unattractive  to  .commercial  compan- 
ies, the  rural  field  has  a  good  many  non-profit 'phone  systems.    Around  30,000 
mutual  rural  'phone  companies  are  now  in  operation  in  the  U.S.    And  about 
6,000  independent  companies. 

Act  Authorizes  Loans 

The  new  Act  authorizes  REA  to  make  loans  at  2%,  interest  for  up  to  35 
years.     These  can  "be  used  for  improvement  and  expansion  of  present  facilities 
....construction. ...acquisition. ... and  operation.     Hot  more  than  40%  can  be 
used  for  re-financing  previous  loans. 

Congress  has  written  into  the  bill  instructions  to  make  sure  that  loans 
made  will  provide  adequate  service 'for  the  largest  possible  number  of  farm 
families  in  a  given  area,     In  other  words',  a  co-op  or  company  getting  a  loan 
can't  restrict  service  just  to  the  more  readily  accessible,  more  profitable 
customers. 

What  Kind  of  'Phones 

So  far  as  the  Act  is  concerned,  REA  can  make  loans  not  only  for  the  con- 
ventional 'phone-line  type  of  service ... .but  also  for  radio-telephone  or 
transmission  by  power  line.     Decisions  will  hinge  on  practicability  and  cost. 


NEW  LAW  HELPS  RECLAMATION  FARMERS 


Another  of  the  agricultural  bills  awaiting  Presidential  signature  would 
help  reclamation  farmers  in  the  West. ,. .through  Farmers  Home  Administration 
loans. 

Harold  Christie  of  FHA  Information  Division  gives  us  this  background  on 
the  bill. 

FHA  found  recently  that  3,200  settlers  on  reclamation  projects  in  the 
Columbia  River  Basin  alone  need  credit  help  to  develop  efficient  farm  units. 
Another  3,600  expected  to  settle  there  by  *55  may  need  similar  credit  help. 
These  families  can  borrow  about  half  of  what  they  need  from  private  sources 
....with  about;  $46  niilion  additional  required  from  Government. 

This  new  Act        Homestead  Entrymenfs  Act  —  authorizes  TJSDA  to  make  loans 
....similar  to  those  under  Bankhe ad- Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act.... to  anyone  who  has 
made  a  homestead  entry  on  public  lands... .or  who  has  contracted  to  buy  land 
in  a  reclamation  project.     These  loans  include  purchase  of  seed,  feed,  livestocl, 
farm  equipment,  or  household  needs.     They  also  cover  real  estate  where  a  man 
needs  to  improve,  develop,  or  enlarge  units  to  efficient  family-type  farms. 

As  a  help  to  new  settlers,  the  Act  authorizes  deferment  of  payments  on 
loans  up  to  2  years. 

Most  of  the  men  on  these  projects  are  ox-service  men.    Veterans  get  pref- 
erence en  loans. 

YOU  CAH  GET  HOG  PRICE  GUIDES 

Last  week  we  mentioned  the  relationship  of  weekly  .hog  support  guids  fig- 
ures to  the  actual  market  price  of  barrow s  and  gilts  at  7  Midwest  markets. 
To  help  give  farmers  timely  information  on  supports,  PMA.  is  issuing  this  com- 
parison each  Monday  for  the  previous  week.     It  is  being  wired  to  the  five 
PMA  Area  Information  Offices.     If  you  want  this,  get  in  touch  with  the  office 
that  usually  servos  you., ..or  write  us  and  we1 11  see  that  you  get  it. 
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FARM  PRODUCTS  AFFECTED  BY  TARIFF' AGREEMENT 

A  number  of  farm  products  were  affected  by  the  tariff  concessions  under 
the  so-called  "Annecy  Prot  ocol.1'. ,.  .Under  a  general  agreement  arrived  at  by 
23  countries  at  Geneva  in  '47.     USDA's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Rela- 
tions has  prepared  an  analysis  of  the  agricultural  concessions  made  by  U.S. 
and  other  countries.     It  is  enclosed. 


LARGER  WORLD  COTTON  CROP  EXPECTED 

USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  experts  look  for  a  '49-50  world 
cotton  crop  of  30.4  million  bales.. ..or  1.3  mi 11 i on ' ab ove  the  '48-49  esti- 
mate.... and  2,5  million  above  estimated  consumption. 
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CROP  INSURANCE  EXPANDS 

A  good  many  of  you  have  —  or  roon  will  have  —  new  crop  insurance  coun- 
ties cropping  up  in  your  area. 

For  cotton,  21  of  the  28  new  counties  (in  11  States)  have  been  picked. 0«. 
Nine  out  $f  17  now  tobaoco  counties  (in  7  States)  selected  so  far.c.»For  both 
corn  and  flax,  there  will  be  25  new  counties  pretty  well  covering  the  main  pro- 
ducing StateT  —  with  selection  just  starting. ,, .There  will  be  11  more  coun- 
ties for  beans..,. 30  or  40  more  for  spring  wheat. .... .and  60  already  lined  up 

for  winter  wheat  for  1950,  with  another  70  "scheduled  for  1951, 

The  multiple  crop  insurance  program  also  will  be  extended  to  at  least  43 
counties. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS  ' 

Now  that  we  ire  about  to  be  flooded  with  corn,  USDA  and  several  Corn  Belt 
States  are  out  with  a  new  Farmers*  Bulletin  No,  2010,  "Storage  of  Ear  Corn  on 
the  farm."    Supplies  of  this  bulletin  have  been  distributed  pretty  generally 
to  Extension  and  PMA  field  organizations.     Closely  related  is  another  publica- 
tion' of  more  restricted  interest,      "Storage  of  Dry  Shelled  Corn  in  Farm-Type 
Bins,"  which  is  Circular  No.  826'. 

USDA!s  dairy  scientists  have  found  out  that  the  amount  of  vacuum  you  have 
in  a  milking  machine... .and  the   length  of  tine  you  leave  the  machine  on  the 
cow, ,. .have  a  lot  to  do  with  the  occurrence  and  severity  of  mastitis.  They 
give  particulars  in  Technical  Bulletin  No.  992,  "The  Relationships  of  Machine 
Milking  to  the  Incidence  and  Severity  of  Mastitis." 

Grasshoppers  hang  out  and  multiply  in  weedy  fence  rows  and  roadsides. . .. 
where  it's  hard  to  get  at  them  with  bait.  USDA  entomologists  have  found  that 
putting  these  thoppor  hide-cuts  to  grass  greatly  cuts  down  the  number  of  *hop- 
per s....and  makes  it  a  lot  easier  to  get  at  the  ones  that  are  there.  Created 
wheatgrass  is  a  good  anti-hopper  grass  for  the  Northern  Great  Plains,  You* 11 
find  more  details  in  "Reducing  Grasshopper  Damage  by  Regrassing  Weedy  Road- 
sides and  fence  Rows,"  Circular  No.  313, 

After  the  scorching  drought s ' of  the   1 30 * s ,  farmers  have  pushed  the  plow 
and  combine  into  the  Plains  again. 0 • .onto  the  slopes  of  the  semi -arid  belt..., 
and  onto  shallow  soils  and  loose  sands  of  the  arid  borderlands.     Even  in  bad 
times,  some  farmers  have  done  lots  better  under  such  conditions  than  others. 
And  "Land  Use  Experience  in  Southern  Great  Plains" (Circular  No.  820)  gives 
some  practical  pointers  on  how  they  did  it. 

FEED  PRICES  LOWER  IN  «49-50 

Feed  prices  are  expected  to  average  a  little  lower  the  coming  year  than 
in  '48-49,  ...mainly  because  of  big  supplies  and  lower  loan  rates  on  feed  giains. 
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jwm  ourselves 

Australians  Report  on  U.S.  Trip 

One  of  the  more  pleasant  surprises  we've  had  recently  is  a  report  on  the 
trip  that  the  Australian  "Progressive  Farmer  Team"  made  in  this  country,  and 
Canada  and  England,  last  summer.     Some  of  you  mot  these  men.     The  party  in- 
cluded Noel  Griffiths,  public  relations  officer,  and  CP,  Dowsett,  economist, 
of  the  Rural  Bank  of  New  South  Wales j  and  throe  farmers,  W,H.  Bruce,  M.R, 
Buttsworth,  and  F,A,  Meares.     The  Rural  Bank  financed  the  .trip  as  a  prize  in 
a  Progressive  Farmer  competition. 

If  the  report  is  any  indication,  "progressive"  is  the  right  word  indeed. 
These  men  have  come  up  with  a  130-page  printed  report  that  really  X-rays  the 
agriculture  along  the  route.     They  take  us  commodity  by  commoditv. . . .tell  what 
we're  doing  that  they  do  or  do  not  do... .and  opine  as  to  what  Australian  farm- 
ers might  adopt  to  advantage.; 


Personalized  Transcription  Service 

Says  RFD  C«WS  Jackson  of  PIC  MO  in  Kansas  City,  "The  Missouri  Extension 
Editorial  office  has  no  plan  for  a  regular  transcription  service,  but  they 
do  have  one  which  I  like  better.    They  have  the  transcription  facilities.  If 
an  important  question  arises  I  call  or  write  the  Editor  and  ask  him  a  question 
on  the  subject  under  consideration.     Ee  immediat ely  gets  one  of  the  specia- 
lists to  answer  the  question,  just  as  if  it  had  been  directed  to  him  personally. 
These  answers  are  from  2  to  4  minutes  long.     I  then  work  the  transcribed  an- 
swer into  the  regular  format  of  my  program.     This  enables  me  to  make  the  ap- 
propriate background  statements  in  introducing  the  question  —  to  ask  the  ques- 
tion —  and  to  turn  to  bhe  specialist  for  his  transcribed  answer.     I  like  this 
better  than  any  other  type  of  transcription  service  I  have  seen." 

•P.S.  on  Iowa's  HOI -TV 

"Iowa  Extension  Editor  Elder  tells  Federal  Extension  that  Iowa  State  WOI- 
TV. ...due  on  the  air  soon  after  Jan.  l.,.,is  expected  to  have  a  range  of  about 
100  miles.     It  has  a  new  583-foot  tower  and  a  §45,000  transmitter  house, 
which  also' will  serve  the  college's  FM  station  which  went  on  the  air  this  sum- 
mer,.,„and,  later,  WO  I  which  has  been  in  operation  since  1922. 

Editor  Elder  says  President  Friley  and  his  staff  think  TV  offers  a  new 
tool  for  off -campus  educational  work  with  adults  and  young  people  that  prom- 
ises to  surpass  any  facility  they*ve  had  before, 

Ccrdia  lly, 

SLjZsist  < 

Kenneth  M«  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 

Enclosure  for  Radio  and  Television 

PMA  Release  of  Secy,  Brannan  statement 

Annecy  Tariff  Changes  on  Agricultural  Products-OFAR 

BAE  Statistical  Summary 
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RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

October  23,  19^-9 


FARM  INCOME  MAY  DROP  IN  '50. 

As  you  read  this.  State  and  Federal  economists  will  "be  going  into  a  huddle 
here  on  the  farm  outlook  for  the  year  ahead.    At  least,  they're  caucusing  Oct. 
31-Nov.  k.  .   

In  their  advance  size-up  of  the  situation, . BAE  economists  think  farmers 
can  lock  for  a  fairly  high  demand  for  most  of  their  products  in  '50.    But,  as 
for  prices       Well,  they  look  for  prices  that  farmers  receive  to  continue  to 
slough  off  through  next  year.    And  farmers  are  likely  to  take  in  less  total 
cash.     In  fact,  "both  prices  and  receipts  may  drop  about  10$  "below  this  year. 
In  other  words,  prices  and  receipts  may  tumble  about  as  much  in  '50  as  they 
did  in  '49. 

But  farmers  are  likely  to  continue  to  pay  high  prices  for .most  of  tho  things 
they  "buy.    So,  when  they  tally  up  at  the  end  of  the  year,  they'll  probably  find 
their  "net"  has  dropped  farther  than  the  "gross"  they  took  in. 

You  may  want  to  arrange  with  your  State  Extension  editor  to  catch  the  Ex- 
tension economists  and  others  when  they  get  "back  from  Washington. , . .possibly 
the  end  of  the  week.      (See  enclosure.) 


ORDER  k-E  CONGRESS  RECORDINGS' 

Althea  Thacker  of  Federal  Extension  reminds- us  that  Nov.  27.... when  1,200 
h-E  Club  members  and  leaders  converge  on  Chicago  for  the  National  k-E  Club 
Congress ... .is  not  far*  off.    Tell  your  Extension  editor  or  State  k-E  leader 
right  away  if  you  want  recorded  interviews  from  the  Congress. 

Joe  Tonkin  plans  to  be  there  some  time  during  the  week  of  Nov.  Ik.  The 
transcription  service  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year.    Recording  room  and 
tape  recorders,  but  no  engineers.    The  radio  committee  at  Congress  headquarters 
at  the  Stevens  Hotel  will  be  able  to  make  tape  recordings  for  you  if  you  don't 
come. 


Send  your  tape  and  instructions  to  Joe  in  care  of  the  National  Committee 
on  Boys  and  Girls  Club  work,  59  East  Van  Buren  Street,  Chicago  5. 


\ 
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AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 


PMA  officials,  and  representatives  of  fruit  and  vegetable  producers  and 
shippers,  have  arranged  with  the  railroads  for  adjustments  in  freight  rates. . . . 
mainly  on  citrus ,  apples,  sweet  potatoes,  and  some  canned  goods. 

Commercial  corn  areas  and  acreage  allotments  for  the  '50  corn  crop  are 
expected  to  "be  announced  in  December.    The  corn  situation  looks  as  if  the 
total  supply  for  '50  may  fall  short  of  marketing  quota  requirements,  hut  the 
supply  is  still  likely  to  he  the  largest  on  record. 

Allotments  for  the  '50  rice  crop  also  may  "be  announced  in  December,  "but 
the  supply-demand  situation  may  tip  the  balance  against  marketing  quotas,.... 
especially  if  export  volume  of  any  size  develops. 

Farmers  are  offering  cotton  for  ginning  less  freely, .. .and  loan  entries 
are  increasing.  Loan  entries  through  Oct.  20  were  3 77 , 000. hales. ...  compared 
with  1,315*100  to  the  same  date  last  year. 

Each  month,  a  press  release  will  he  issued  similar  to  the  one  of  Oct.  27 
. . . . covering  CCC  price -support  operations.     It  will  include  the  price  support 
investment,  the  net  realized  loss  for  the  month,  and  the  total  for  the  year, 
and  the  position  of  CCC  on  statutory  "borrowing  power. 


PMA  will  hold  its  annual  national  conference  at  the  Hotel  Peabody  in 
Memphis  —  Dee.  5-8. 


CORRECTION  ON  REA  RELEASE 

Some  copies  of  the  Oct.  3  press  release  (USDA  2088-49)  contained  some 
typographical  errors.    The  third  full  paragraph  on  page  2  should  have  said 
"no  more  than  10$  of  unallotted  or  so-called  "discretionary"  funds  may  he 
lent  in  any  one  State  during  the  year.    For  '50,  an  additional  $1^0,000,000 
was  authorized -by  Congress."      And,  on  page  3,  the  percentage  of  electrified 
farms  for  Indiana  is  98. 2.... and  for  Pennsylvania,  93.5. 


PRESIDENT  SIGNS  'PHONE,  WHEAT  ACTS 

As  we  go  to  press,  we  get  word  that  the  President  has  signed  the  Rural 
Telephone  Act.... and  the  Act  authorizing  the  CCC  to  absorb  losses  on  Wheat 
Agreement  wheat  moving  to  ECA  countries. 

See  our  last  week's  Letter  for  further  details  about  both  of  these  Acts. 
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HEW  HOG  STANDARDS  IN  TEE  MUX" 

PMA's  livestock  men  are  "busy  drawing  up  specifications  for  the  proposed 
Federal  hog  standards  unveiled  this  fall. 

General  aim  is  to  set  up  standards  geared  to  "what  consumers  are  asking  for 
--hogs  with  more  lean, ...less  fat.    The  meat  and  livestock  men  have  made  up 
tatles  to  give  the  carcass  grade  by  getting  the  average  "back  fat  thickness  for 
a  specific  carcass  weight  or  length.    They're  now  working  up  specifications  to 
judge  "by  the  eye  live  hogs  producing  carcasses  in  those  ranges.    With  these 
standards,  hogs  can  "be  "bought  and  sold  on  the  basis  of  the  amount  of  lean  cuts 
and  quality  of  pork. 


KNOW  THE  GRASS  YOU  GROW 

The  lone  Star  conservationists  have  come  up  with  something  new  in  ^--H  and  future 
Farmer  contests. 

Seems  some  of  these  men  saw  a  champion  steer  that  had  cost  several  times  as 
much  to  fatten  up  as  any  stockman  could  afford.    They  decided  the  Texas  youngsters 
should  get  some  grounding  in  the  fundamentals  of  profitable  cattle  raising  -- 
namely,  grass.     So,  last  year  they  set  up  a  grass  judging  contest  at  the  Big 
Dallas,  Forth  Worth,  and  Houston  shows.    The  contest  was  repeated  at  the  Dallas 
shows  this  year,  and  is  choduled  for  the  other  two.    The  general  plan  is  to  give 
the  contestants  a  minute  to  identify  each  of  about  35  grasses,  and  to  answer  h 
questions;     is  the  grass  an  annual  or  perennial?    What's  its  season  of  growth? 
Native  or  introduced?    Estimated  range  value?    Last  year,  about  K,j>QQ  hoys  took 
part  in  local  eliminations,  and  l,k00  in  district  contests. 

Waters  S.  Davis,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Association-  of  Texas  Soil  Conserva- 
tion District  Supervisors,  says  "it's  a  grand  sight  to  watch  a  hundred  or  more 
hoys. .. .working  like  "beavers  over  the  most  important  and  most  neglected  and 
abused  crop  in  the  world  --  grass." 


NOV.  5  FARM-HOME  NETWORK  PROGRAMS 

ABC  -  American  Farmer       12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST:    1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming," 
with  Dana  Reynolds;     2)  "1950  Farm  Plans,"  with  Dr.  O.C.  Stine,  USDA; 
3)  "^--H'ers  Home  from  Second  Farm  Youth  Exchange,"  interviewed  from 
Station  WJZ  New  York  by  Phil  Alampi. 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EST:    l)  "USDA  Headlines," 

with  Ken  Gapen;     2)  "Grand  National  Livestock  Exposition  in  San  Francisco," 
-reported  by  Henry  Schacht  from  KNBC  in  San  Francisco. 


WHERE  OUR  FOOD  GOES 

What  did  we  do  with  our  food  last  year-- '^O-fy-9?    Well,  we  ate  10%  more  than 
we  averaged  in  '35- '39. .and  we  still  exported  almost  15$  more  than  our  earlier 
record  of  19-3  million  tons  the  previous  year.    See  enclosure  for  story  of  what 
food  went  where. 


DEVALUATION- -AND  BRITAIN'S  IMPORTS 


USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  experts  report  that  Britain's  de- 
valuation hasn't  affected  her  agricultural  imports  much  so  far. 

Big  reason  is  that  she  gets  many  of  her  agricultural  products  from 
countries  which  also  devalued ....  and  with  whom  she  has  "bulk-purchasing  agree- 
ments.   Britain's  "dollar"  agricultural  prices  went  up  immediately,  "but  these 
increases  affect  only  a  relatively  minor  part  of  her  agricultural  imports. 

Commodity  wise,  American  and  Brazilian  cotton  prices  have  gone  up  only 
24$  against  a  theoretically  possible  44$. . .  .Britain  has  enough  U.  S.  tobacco 
to  last  9  to  11  mont  lis ...  .after  which  she'll  have  to  decide  to  recover  the 
higher  sterling  prices  for  U.  S.  leaf  tohacco  "by  higher  cigarette  prices, 
or  lower  import  duties  on  leaf  ... 


GOOD  COWS  PAY  OFF 


It's  no  news  that  the  high-producing  cow  makes  the  money  for  the  dairy 
man.    But,  the  current  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Associations  report  does  a 
dramatic  re-cap  with  figures  from  DEEA  records  for  '48. 


Level  of  Butterfat  Feed  Cost  per  Pound 

Production  Income  Over  Feed  Cost         of  Butterfat  Produced 
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OUTLOOK  CHARTS  FOR  TV- -AND  OTHERWISE 

Franklin  Thackrey,  and  the  other  folks  in  BAE,  have  done  a  face-lifting 
Job  on  the  charts  in  the  "Agricultural  Outlook  Charts  — 195° • "    They're  much 
simplified,  with  more  pictorial  reinforcements ... .and .  in  general,  easier  to 
interpret.    They'll  offer  good  material  either  for  direct  use  or  adaptation 
for  TV. 

The  charts  are  available  in  30-  "by  40 -inch  wall  size  at  58^  each  ... 
or  8  "by  10  photographs  at        pO^  each.    Most  of  them  are  in  slidefilm.  Copies 
of  the  87  frames  are  $1.30. 

Copies  of  the  chart  hook  have  gone  to  Extension  editors,  agents,  and 
others . 


NEW  CROP  AKD  ENGINEERING  RESEARCE 


Our  information  colleagues  among  the  plant  scientists  and  engineers* 
have  done  a  wrap-up  of  current  happenings  in  their  sphere. 

In  the  wake  of  the  New  Bousing  Act  of  *k9}  of  course,  there  is  a  stir 
around  here  about  farm  housing.    USDA's  engineers  and.  architects  will  cooperate 
with  the  home  economists  and  State  folks  in  more  research  on  "better  farm  houses 
and  "buildings. .. .and  with  an  eye  to  cutting  costs  through  c ons true t ion  short- 
cuts, use  of  stone  and  other  native  materials ,  etc  Meanwhile.  USDA  and  the 

States  have  finished  revising  the  Northeast  Plan  Exchange . . . . whi ch  was  the  first 
project    of  its  kind  to  pull  together  from  USDA  and  the  States  the  "best  farm 
house  and  "building  plans  for  a  region.    The  new  catalog. .. .with  103  farm 
service  "building,  and  15  new  farm  house,  plans.... is  now  "being  printed. 

Still  in  the  "building  field,  various  State  and  Federal  men  got  together 
recently  at  the  laboratory  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  to  take  stock  of  the  work  in 
psychoroenergetics.      Or,  with  a  little  concession  to  the  Anglo  Saxon,  to  re- 
view research  on  how  to  "build,  heat,  and  ventilate  livestock  shelters  to  get 
more  milk,  meat,  eggs,  etc.    They  reported  on  projects  underway  at  the  Columbia 

Laboratory. .the  poultry  calorimeter  at  Beltsville,  Md  the  hog  psycho - 

rometric  chamber  at  Davis,  Calif. « . . .beef  cattle  and  hog  summer  cooling  work 

at  El  Centro,  Calif  poultry  house  ventilation  in  Connecticut. ...  electric 

heating  of  p_ig  shelters  in  Indiana. ..  .and  of  bee  hives  in  Wisconsin.  ..  .dairy 
barn  work  in  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  and  Utah. ...feed  handling  equipment  in 
Illinois. .. .and  construction  material  and  durability  in  Indiana.    You  may  want 
to  dig  into  projects  underway  in  your  region. 


New  crop  varieties  continue  to  roll  off  the  breeding  assembly  line,  too. 
The  Congo  watermelon  is  a  high  quality,  good  shipping  melon. ...  that  resists 
anthracnose. . . .f or  the  Southeast.    Several  thousand  pounds  of  seed  will  be 
available  from  commercial  firms  for  the  '50  season. .. .And  farther  west,  USDA 
and  Colorado  scientists  have  come  up  with  the  Tampa  potato  that  shows  resistance 
to  scab,  leaf  roll,  mild  mosaic,  and  early  blight...  and  some  tuber  resistance 
to  late  blight.... in  the  Eigh  Plains  area. .Those  of  you  who  have  seen  the  mil- 
lions of  dead  tress  up  and  down  the  Eastern  farm  and  forest  areas ....  ghosts  of 
a  blight  that  swept  through  some  years  ago  with  the  devastating  effect  of  a 
forest  fire.  ..will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  Chinese  chestnut  is  well  on  the 
way  to  becoming  an  orchard  crop  in  the  U.  S.     Three  recent  introductions....  . 
Raking,  Moiling,  and  Kullng. . .  mark  a  milestone  in  the  USDA's  research  for  re- 
placements for  the  blight-stricken  American  Chestnut. 


The  new  greenhouse  and  headhouse ,at  Beltsville  for  study  of  radioactive 
materials. .. .paid  for  by  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  ...will  be  completed  this 
winter . 


*  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


RFD  Notes 


We  waded  right  into  BED  "Chuck"  Worcester's  announcement  of  WMT's  National 
Corn  Picking  &ontast,  Nov*  3 thinking  all  the  while  about  corn  husking.  And 
then  suddenly  realized  that  this  is  a  contest  of  mechanical  com  pickers 0  With 
the  likelihood  that  mechanical  pickers  may  miss  a  lot  of  corn  this  year  "because 
of  corn  borers  and  high  winds  in  the  corn-fields,  the  judging  will  be  hased  on 
not  only  total  com  picked. ..  .but  also  penalties' for  com  left  in  the  field, 
and  other  factors.    Entries  from  k  States  so  far, ...with  other  States  expected 
to  come  in. ..  .By  delayed  dispatch,  we  get  word  that  at  the  National  Plowing 
Match  near  Runnells,  Iowa,  Sept.  If5,  a  gold  plaque  was  "Presented  to  Herb 
Plambeck  in  recognition  of  outstanding  leadership  and  service  in  soil  conser- 
vation by  Iowa.  State  Soil  Conservation  Committee."    The  award, ..  .with  that  in- 
scription. .. .was  made  before  some  65,000  attending  the  contest  that  Herb  orig- 
inated in  '39... .RFD  E.  C.  (Red)  Stangland  of  K500,...and  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D, 
colleagues. .. .are  going  professorial  in  cooperation  with  South  Dakota  State 
College  and  the  University  of  South  Dakota.    They're  presenting  a  symposium 
type  course  in  practical  radio,  including  a  discussion  of  farm  programs.  The 
participating  stations  are  KELO,  KEEO,  KISD,  and  KS00....A  query  about  another 
matter  to  Hamilton  Hintz,  Agricultural  Editor  for  the  McClatchy  stations  in 
California  and  Nevada  brings  this  sidelight  on  their  network  operations,  "The 
McClatchy  Broadcasting  Company  maintains  a  permanent  remote  line  to  the  College 
of  Agriculture,  at  Davis  and  a  member  of  the  headquarter1 s  farm  staff  spends  one 
day  .a  week  on  the  campus ....  The  material  broadcast  from  Davis  is  used  on  6  of 
these  stations,  either  in  network  broadcast  or  'through  our  remote  line  and 
transcription  service  set-up. "... .RFD  Mai  Hansen  of  WOW  in  Omaha  used  some 
USDA  Crop  Reporting  "stills"  in  his  TV  program  to  tie  in  with  the  October  10 
.  Crop  Report.     "I  am  especially  sold  on  this  type  of  pictures  because  your  hand 
can  enter  the  field  of  vision  and  gives  the  production  greater  animation. .. .My 
four-year-old  daughter  wanted  to  know  why  the  farmer  in  the  picture  didn't  move 
when  I  touched  his  shoulder.    It  was  that  realistic." 


What  We  Like  About  The  South 

Just  as  the  presses  are  about  to  start,  we  come  upon  the  new  Oct.  31  "Life" 
....with  an  action  picture  of  RED  C banning  Cope  of  WCON  in  Atlanta,  gracing  a 
photographic  essay  of  "The  New  South. "  .  The  article  includes  such  short  pieces 
as  "King  Cotton  Has  Been  Dethroned  by  Newer  Crops," 


Enclosures 

BAE  Outlook  Digest  -  Oct.  191*9 

Distribution  of  U.S.  Food,  July  1,   '48-June  30,   '49  Release  dated  Oct.  18,  '49 


Cordially, 


1 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


